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DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the c orrespondence address ■- 

PERIOD FOR REPI Y [check either a) or b)] 
a) S The period for reply expires 3months from the mailing date of the final rejection 

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). The date on which the Detition under V r fr 1 1 an Hih • * . ■ 

1 ° ^ 7 ^ e °! Q A P p f a ' WaS fi ' ed ° n • A PP ellant ' s Bri ef must be filed within the period set forth in 

37 CFR 1.192(a), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1.191(d)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. 

2. Q The proposed amendment(s) will not be entered because: 

(a) □ they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) □ they raise the issue of new matter (see Note below); 

(C) D te^^pS^cT 08 aPP ' iCati0n ^ b6tter f ° rm aPPea ' by materia " y redUdng ° r Simplifyin 9 the 

(d) □ they present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims 
NOTE: . 

3. H Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): new matter. Claim ?a 

4. D Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment 


5.C 


canceling the non-allowable claim(s). 

T i^. a) 9 affidavit - b P f xnibit . or c)B request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT olace the 
application in condition for allowance because: see attachment . P he 


6D z& ~ d because * is not directed solely to * u - which — 

7 D F ^I^ t S f t !ST' Pr ° P0Sed , am ^ ndment ( s ) wi " be entered or b)D will be entered and an 
explanation of how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 

The status of the claim (s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: 

Claim(s) objected to: . 


Claim(s) rejected: 20-27 . 
Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: . 

8. Q The drawing correction filed on is a)D approved or b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

9. Q Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s)( PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 

10. D Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 20-27 are pending and being acted upon. 

2. Applicant's remarks, filed 2/18/04, have overcome the 
rejection for the introduction of new matter to Claim 23 by 
identifying specific support in the specification for the 
limitations of the claim. 

3. Regarding the rejections for lack of utility and lack of 
enablement, Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but 
are not found persuasive. Applicant argues that the 
polynucleotides of the instant claims have utility as markers for 
DCs and DC precursors. 

Applicant is advised that a generic marker for DCs and their 
precursors would not in itself provide a substantial utility (and 
thus enablement) . 1 

4. Regarding the rejections for the introduction of new matter 
into Claims 20 and 21, Applicant's arguments have been fully 
considered but are not found persuasive. Applicant argues that 
the specification provides support for the polypeptides encoded 
by the polynucleotides of the claims. 

Applicant is advised that a disclosure of polypeptides is 
not an adequate written description for the polynucleotides which 
encode them Indeed, it is well established that polypeptides do 
not render the polynucleotides which encode them obvious (or else 
they could not be considered patentably distinct) and regardless, 
it is also well established that obviousness is not the standard 
tor the introduction of new matter into claims. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Dr Gerald 
Ewoldt whose telephone number is (571) 272-0843. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 7:30 am to 
5:30 pm. A message may be left on the examiner's voice mail 
service. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Christina Chan can be 
reached on (571) 272-0841. 

6. Please Note: Information regarding the status of an 
application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR 
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or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications 
is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact 
the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) 
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Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 1600 


OA EWOLDT, 
PRUARY EXAMINER 



